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CLAIMS 



1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent In the United 



(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 



2. Claims 1-2, 6, 7, 9-13. 17, 21, 22, 24-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 

being anticipated by Romao (EP 0969641). 

Regarding claim 1, Romao shows: 

A mobile device housing having a top surface (see 1 ); 

A touch screen (2); 

A protective cover comprising a protective surface (14) and a position mechanism (15); 

A first position (closed position); 

A second position (open position in fig. 1); 

At least a portion of the protective surface is transparent (see 16). 

Regarding claim 10, Romao shows: 

A mobile device housing having a top surface (see 1 ); 

A touch screen (2); 

A protective cover comprising a protective surface (14) and a position mechanism (15); 



states. 
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A first position (closed position); 

A second position (open position in fig. 1); 

The cover (14) includes apertures (16) for providing input commands to tlie touch 
surface when the cover is in the first position (closed position). 

Regarding claim 25, Romao shows: 

A mobile device (see 1) and its user interface (2); 

A protective cover comprising a protective surface (14) and a position mechanism (15); 

A first position (closed position); and 

A second position (open position in fig. 1) 

Regarding claims 2, 6, 7, 9, 11-13, 17, 21, 22, 24, 26-30, Romao shows: 
A plurality of apertures (16); 
A plurality of controls (11-12); 
The cell phone (1 ); 
A hinge (15); 

A touch keyboard or touch/display screen (see 2); 

At least a portion of the protective surface is transparent (see 16); 

The first position (closed position); and 

The second position (open position in fig. 1). 
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3. Claims 1-2, 6, 7, 9, 25-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being 
anticipated by Schon (WO 03/021922). 

Regarding claim 1 , Schon sliows: 

A mobile device housing having a top surface (2); 

A touch screen (10); 

A protective cover comprising a protective surface (4) and a position mechanism (6); 
A first position (fig. 1b); 
A second position (fig. 1a); 

At least a portion of the protective surface is transparent (4-5). 

Regarding claim 25, Schon shows: 

A mobile device (2) and its user interface (10); 

A protective cover comprising a protective surface (4) and a position mechanism (6); 
A first position (fig. lb); and 
A second position (fig. la). 

4. The following Is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the Invention is not Identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary sl<ill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 10-17, 21-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Schon in view of Romao or Hattori et al. (US 5638441 ). 
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Regarding claim 10, Romao shows: 

A mobile device housing having a top surface (2); 

A touch screen (10); 

A protective cover comprising a protective surface (4) and a position mechanism (6); 
A first position (fig. lb); and 
A second position (fig. la). 

The cover (4) providing input commands to the touch surface when the cover Is in the 
first position (fig. 1a). 

Schon differs from the claimed invention in that the cover (4) having buttons (5) Instead 
of apertures when accessing the device (2). 

However, it is commonly seen the cover is either provided with buttons or apertures 
when accessing the device in the closed position. Hattori teaches both to use buttons 
(24c in fig. 5b) or apertures (24b In fig. 7) on the cover. Romao also teaches both to 
use buttons (fig. 2b) or apertures (fig. 1 ) on the cover. 

Hence, it would have been obvious for one skilled in the art to use buttons on the cover 
as taught by all three references, or to use apertures on the cover as taught by both 
Hattori or Romao. This simply can be considered as a variation of each other, because 
the basic concept of accessing the device when the cover is closed Is substantially 
unchanged. 

6, Claims 14-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Romao in view of Schon. 
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Regarding claims 2, 6, 7, 9. 1 1-17, 21 , 22, 24, 26-30, the combination of Schon Romao 
and Hattori shows: 

A plurality of apertures (16 in Romao, 24b in Hattori); 
A plurality of controls or area (60-1 in Schon); 
A display area (60-8) 
The cell phone (2); 
A hinge (6); 

A touch keyboard or touch/display screen (see 10); 

At least a portion of the protective surface is transparent (see 5); 

The first position (fig. 1 b); 

The second position (fig. la); 

7. Claims 3-5 and 18-20are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Romao, or Schon, or the combination of Schon in view of Miyagawa et aL (US 
5410447). 

Regarding claims 3-5, 18-20, Romao and Schon both shows a hinge. 

Romao and Schon differs from the claimed invention in that it does not have details 

about the hinge, such as pins and rails. 

However, Miyagawa teaches providing a hinge having pins and rails, and the first, 
second and third positions (see 35-39 in fig. lOa-IOc). 

Hence, it would have been obvious for one skilled in the art to adapt the Miyagawa's 
hinge in Romao and Schon, such that to couple the cover to the device, and to provide 
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a rotational range regulating mechanism for regulating a rotational range of the cover to 
the device (col. 2, line 60-65 in Miyagawa). 

8. Claims 8, 23, 31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Romao, or Schon, or the combination of Schon in view of Mischneko (US 
5185790). 

Regarding claims 8, 23, 31 , Romao and Schon both shows a hinge. 
Romao and Schon differs from the claimed invention in that it does not have details 
about the hinge, such as integral first part/pins and integral second part/rails. 
However, Mischneko teaches providing a hinge having integral first part/pins (205, 207) 
and integral second part/raits (303. 503). 

Hence, it would have been obvious for one skilled in the art to adapt the Mischneko's 
hinge In Romao and Schon, such that to couple the cover to the device, and to provide 
a cover which is rotated to the position and thereby maintain the cover in the position 
(col. 2, line 47-49 in Mischneko). 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jack Chiang whose telephone number is 703-305-4728. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Fri. from 8:00 to 6:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ahmad Matar. can be reached on 703-305-4731 . The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
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